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CLANN: IRELAND'S UNMARRIED MOTHERS
AND THEIR CHILDREN: GATHERING THE
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URGENT: MOTHER AND BABY HOMES COMMISSION ARCHIVE

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
THE MOTHER AND BABY HOMES COMMISSION ARCHIVE IS ABOUT TO BE SEALED FOR 30 YEARS

The Commission of Investigation (Mother and Baby Homes and Certain related Matters)
Records Bill 2020 is scheduled for fast-track Oireachtas approval this week.

There has been no consultation on the Bill.

Minister Roderic O’Gorman claims that this legislation is necessary to ‘safeguard’ the records
gathered and created by the Mother and Baby Homes Commission of Investigation.
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However, the Minister is giving away part of the Commission of Investigation’s archive to TUSLA,
without keeping a copy. He has stated that once he receives the rest of the Commission’s archive
(minus the records transferred to TUSLA), the archive will be ‘sealed’ for the next 30 years.

This means that no-one will be able to access their personal records from the Minister’s archive, or
information in his archive about their disappeared relatives or babies who are buried in unmarked
graves.

All of the administrative files, which show how the abusive system of forced family separation was
run, will also be withheld.

It will not be possible to question the conclusions of the Commission of Investigation, to do further
research, or to hold wrongdoers to account.

We need to prevent this further human rights abuse. The secrecy has to end.

Under the Bill, some of the records gathered by the Commission (a ‘database and related records’ of
women and children detained in 11 Mother and Baby Homes) will be given to TUSLA. The rest of the
archive will go to the Minister for ‘sealing’ How is it acceptable to release some but not all of the
records?

TUSLA is not the appropriate recipient for any part of the Commission’s archive. It operates legally
troubling and discriminatory practices, including defining adopted people’s birth name as third
party data and undertaking ‘risk assessments’ of all adopted people who request their records.

Just two weeks ago, the Minister promised that he would receive a copy of all records gathered by
the Commission of Investigation.

But this Bill breaks that promise: it states that the ‘database and related records’ transferred to
TUSLA will not form part of the Minister’s archive.

When the Minister emailed stakeholders including survivors, adopted people, natural mothers and
relatives with a copy of the published Bill he failed to inform them of this fundamental change.

The Bill should be amended so that the Minister takes custody of the whole archive and
provides immediate access for affected individuals and families to all records concerning them or
their disappeared relatives once he receives the records. In fact, this is currently required by Section
43 of the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004 and Section 198 of the Data Protection Act 2018.
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https://www.tusla.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/96a99-minister-ogorman-to-introduce-legislation-to-safeguard-the-commission-on-mother-and-baby-homes-general-archive-of-records-and-database/
https://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/arid-30955334.html
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The Government also needs to immediately commit to establishing a dedicated archive at
Sean McDermott Street to provide national education and truth-telling regarding all connected
forms of ‘historical’ institutional and adoption-based abuses. Administrative records can be
anonymised as necessary to protect survivors, adopted people, natural mothers and relatives.
Individuals should be entitled to voluntarily deposit their testimony.

The Government is progressing this Bill at lightning speed.

Yet the relatives of disappeared women and children throughout the country, and living survivors
and adopted people, have been denied any access to the Commission of Investigation’s archive.

Witnesses have even been denied a transcript of the evidence that they gave to the Commission of
Investigation.

The ‘sealing’ of abuse records has to end.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

When you click the link below, your email client will open a pre-composed email. We encourage you
to change the subject line (this will stop it from being blocked from the Oireachtas spam filters) and
to personalise it as much as possible. And, don’t forget to sign it!

Click here to email all TDs and Senators
Click here if you are experiencing difficulties using the link above.
UPDATE: IF YOU ARE HAVING DIFFICULTY GETTING EMAILS TO SEND

TDs and Senators have received thousands of individual emails (one source has put the figure at
30,000). This has been hugely effective, and all TDs and Senators are now watching this legislation
closely.

However, the sheer volume of emails caused the Oireachtas system to crash and emails on this
issue are now being blocked. The legislation is in the Dail on Wednesday and Thursday and there is
still work to be done.

Here is what you can do:

1. Telephone your local government TDs (if you were sent to the US for adoption, phone as
many government TDs as possible, but particularly TDs in the constituency where you were
born). You can find their numbers here.
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2. Inform them that you are a constituent of theirs, and confirm your name and address. If you
were sent to the US for adoption, tell them where you were born and let them know what
happened to you.

3. Tell them that this legislation is wrong and is a further kick in the teeth for people affected by
the Mother & Baby Homes and adoption.

4. Tell them that they need to support the opposition amendments to this legislation.
5. Ifyou are personally affected by this issue, tell them what happened to you.

6. Telephone the other government TDs outside your constituency with the same message as
above.

7. Ask your friends, family and work colleagues to do the same.

Last but not least, please be polite and courteous!

¢ Adoption Rights Alliance

REGAINING IDENTITIES, HISTORIES AND RIGHES FOR ADOPTED PECPLE

The Mill House, Millview Road, Malahide, Co. Dublin
Website: www.adoptionrightsalliance.com | Email: info@adoptionrightsalliance.cam
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