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Maeve, thanks for taking my
call. I've started a podcast
about legislation and am
hoping to record an episode
tonight on the Commission of
Investigation (Mother and Baby
Homes and certain related
Matters) Records, and another
Matter, Bill 2020. 1/2

Time will be either 7 or 8pm on
Zoom, depending on the Dail
sitting times, and the others
guests will be Kathleen
Funchion TD, and Senators
Mary Seery Kearney and
Pauline O'Reilly. It would be
great if it suited you to join us.
Thanks, Barry Ward. 2/2

Hi Barry, yes happy to -- my
CINETINIS
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Hi Barry, yes happy to -- my
‘email 1S

That's great, thank you.

Barry is the podcast live? Do
you edit it?

No, not live. Someone else
prepares it for release but
editing is minimal. However, |
undertake to anyone that if
there is something in what
they've said that they are
subsequently unhappy with, it
can be taken out.

It will be released on Monday
morning.

It is not designed to catch
anyone out but to create a
platform for exploration of
issues/ bills.

Kathleen is in difficult until 8.15.
Ok if we postpone the start
until then?
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Kathleen is in difficult until 8.15.
Ok if we postpone the start
until then?

Happy to start at 8.15, no
problem. I'm more concerned
that what | say would not be
edited out without my
knowledge-- can you confirm
that? Thanks

Of course.

| hope nothing will be edited
out but I'm happy to send you
the finished product before
publication if that would make
you feel better.

Perfect thanks. I'm just seeing
a lot of complaints that I'm
misinforming people about

what's at stake here or have
ulterior motives so it's helpful
to know what | am getting
myself in for!

Absolutely
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Absolutely

=3 =

Ty YW

FYI, Oireachtas members
received thousands (literally) of
e-mails with the same content
and the subject line: Don't but
the Mother and Baby Homes
Commission Archive. | can
send one on if you want to see
it.

You say that's not fair because
the bill didn't explicitly do that. |
say that headline request is a
response to the extremely clear

and repeatedly stated
government policy

That could have been
corrected in this Bill

| acknowledge that. | saw your
tweet last night (We're here
legislating, but we can't

legislate) @2
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| acknowledge that. | saw your
tweet last night (We're here
legislating, but we can't

legislate) G2

That's exactly the point. We're
releasing some stuff to TUSLA
but our hands are tied in
relation to the archive
otherwise

What | think is unfair is the
repeated statement that | (or
any other member of the
Oireachtas) "sealed the
documents". That is not true.

I've never said that

| accept people have got a little
confused

But the minister has clearly
stated that the archive will be
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| accept people have got a little
confused

But the minister has clearly
stated that the archive will be
sealed in his office for 30 years
and he will not be providing
access

No, absolutely.

LOADS of people on social

media are though.
Yeah and Rte

Agreed. | genuinely don't
attribute that to you.

| also accept that Minister had
said that, but only because
that's the existing rule.

*has said

But he's ignoring EU law and
the government has actively
chosen not to clarify and
ensure through this bill that
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- Agreeaq. 1 genumely gontu
attribute that to you.

| also accept that Minister had
said that, but only because
that's the existing rule.

*has said

But he's ignoring EU law and
the government has actively
chosen not to clarify and
ensure through this bill that
people will have personal data
access to his archive

Fair enough. Can | ask you to
go first and give a potted
history of what has happened,
including the work of the
Commission?

Absolutely

Hi Barry, I'd be very grateful for
a copy of the podcast if you

Friday 22:58

could send it to me over the
weekend please. Many thanks.
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