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I, Michael Hawkes, of 
SAY: 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF MICHAEL HAWKES 

WILL 

1. I make this statement for the purpose of providing evidence to the Mother and Baby
Homes Commission of Investigation established by the Irish Government pursuant to
Section 3 of the Commissions of Investigations Act 2004.

2. Attached to this statement is a bundle of documents marked � References to page
numbers in this statement are to pages irllllllll

3. I make this statement as an adopted person that spent time in Regina Coeli, St Patrick's
Infant Hospital and St Patrick's Industrial School.

Circumstances of my birth and early life 

4. I was born on-958 in-- England. My twin sister, -was born on

-

5. When my mother became pregnant she fled to- I was born in -nd
baptized at a church in -shortly thereafter. The Westminster Catholic Protective
Society arranged for my mother to return to Ireland with us so that we could be adopted.
We then spent four weeks in the Regina Coeli Hostel in Dublin, which was, from what I
understand, a shelter for unwed mothers and their children.

6. On -1961 my mother relinquished control of us to St Patrick's Guild (page 18),
which was run by the Sisters of Charity. Aged five months, my sister and I were sent to
separate homes in Kilkenny (also run by the Sisters of Charity) for two and a half years. I
went to St. Patrick's Industrial School while my sister resided at St. Joseph's Industrial
School. We were then reunited and spent four months at St. Patrick's Infant Hospital in
preparation for our adoption. We were adopted together, by the same family, when we 
were nearly three and a half years old.

7. My sister and I were collected from St Patrick's Infant Hospital by my adoptive father's
brother, Monsignor Benjamin Hawkes, who was a very well-known priest and the private
secretary to the Cardinal of Los Angeles. Because we were going with Benjamin Hawkes,
arrangements for our adoption were made quickly. According to family stories he had
been touring in Ireland when he heard about my sister and me. He called his brother and
sister-in-law, (my adoptive parents), and convinced them to 
adopt us. My sister and I flew from Shannon in Ireland to New York and then on to Los
Angeles with Benjamin Hawkes.
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8. When we arrived in America my sister and I moved in with our adoptive parents in
-n From the outset Benjamin Hawkes was very influential in 
the decision-making in my life. He tolld me how to dress, stand, eat, determined what 
primary school and what university I was to attend. As an alter boy, I was flown to Los 
Angeles by Benjamin Hawkes to serve as an altar boy for the masses at his parish 
church. 

9. It was difficult to hear from our adoptive parents that we were not wanted and that they
had made a mistake in adopting us. They had. natural children that were aears
older than us. There was a massive difference between how they treated my sister and I,
and their natural children. My sister and I were often told that had come from a very bad
situation and that we were lucky and should be happy that we had been adopted. We
were not made to feel like a part of the family at all. We were more or less told that we
were second class citizens. I think our parents adopted us out of a sense of obligation
either to their church or to my adoptive uncle. My adoptive parents have now passed but 
right until the ends of their lives they expressed reservations about adopting us in 1961.

10. Approximately ten years ago the Archdiocese of Los Angeles had lawsuits levelled
against it by many hundreds of plaintiffs for the sexual abuse of children by priests. A
settlement was reached with 508 victims in 2007 for $660 million. The court ordered the 
names of the perpetrators to be released. Around this time, I was called personally to the 
office the Cardinal of Los Angeles. He told me that my adoptive uncle had been named as 
a serial offender. I told the Cardinal then that the victims should be believed, as I too had 
been a victim of Benjamin Hawkes.

11. When I was 11 or 12 I was sexually abused by my adoptive uncle, during times when I
was flown down to St Basil's Church from San Francisco to Los Angeles to serve mass.
This is when the abuse occurred. I never spoke about it and did not even tell my adoptive
parents.

Information and finding out about my birth parents 

12. I have always known that I was adopted and I have been trying to get information about
my birth family since 1995 (see page 1). Over the years I have been sent information by
St. Patrick's Guild (pages 1-11), Regina Coeli (page 12), and the Westminster Catholic
Protective Society (which operated in concert with the Catholic Protective Society in
Dublin) (pages 13 & 14 ).

13. My adoptive parents told me of my name at birth, which I used to track down my birth
certificate in-ttached at page 15). This is how I learned my birth mother's name.
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14. My original baptismal certificate has been altered so my original sponsors are not visible.
The certificate has been typed and the details of my adopted family's choice of sponsors
and godparents have been added (visible at page 16). At page 17 is the baptismal record
sent to me after writing to St Patrick's Guild in 1995.

15. St Patrick's Guild also provided me with the medical records kept there before I was
adopted (pages 27-32). These include my birth weight and my weight when I was sent to
St Patrick's Industrial School at five months old. I also have some immunization records,
and other documents stating that I was fit to leave for the United States.

16. I have the documents my mother signed to relinquish control of my sister and I (see
pages 18-21). I am also in possession of a letter from solicitors representing my birth
father, acknowledging his parenthood and consenting to our adoption (page 22).

17. I don't know much about the process by which my adoptive parents applied to adopt us. I 
do not have any formal records but have a letter from St Patrick's Guild to my adoptive 
parents in 1961 thanking them for their application (page 23). It seems to me as though 
the adoption process was done beneath the table and happened very quickly. Sister 

at St Patrick's Guild told us about the process of my adoption. She stated 
that Benjamin Hawkes would have cut through the red tape to procure us. Benjamin 
Hawkes was in Ireland at the time accompanying a cardinal for the Patrician Year when 

met him. I have also seen a video and photos of my adoptive uncle in 
Ireland around the time he collected my sister and I.] 

18. Finally, I have the adoption papers from the State o-- a court order of adoption
from the County o-and a Court Order Delayed Certificate of Birth (pages 24-
26).

Access to information 

19. The information provided by St Patrick's Guild in my correspondence with them was often 
inaccurate. At one point they stated that my birth certificate contained my father's
occupation, which is wrong. They also gave misleading statements about-and
my early life, suggesting that we were kept together (page 4), but I now know that we
were separated for more than two years (page 10). They also told me that my
grandmother knew about us but that no one else did (page 6), which was the opposite of
the truth.

20. In my interactions with them, St Patrick's Guild tried to dissuade me from my search for
my family, saying things like 'do you really want to upset family members who probably
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