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St. Mary's Hospital, 

Dublin Road, 

Droght-dt1
1 

Co. Louth. 

Tel.: (041) 30990 I 30991 I 32963 

Our reference No: -

-------2.lst-May,-1--997-----· 

Dear-

Thank you for your letter of the 8th May, 1997. At present due to the large number 
of enquiries we have, we have found it necessary to establish a waiting· list. 
Unfortunately it will be at least 9 months before we will be in a position to deal fully 
with your enquiry. 

In the meantime on �he basis of the information you have given us a preliminary 
search will be made for your records. 

Because of the difficult and sensitive nature of tracing birth parents, we would 
recommend that you receive as much support and advice you need from an 
appropriate counsellor in your area. 

As soon as we are in a position to deal with your enquiry, we will be in touch with 
you. 

Yours sincerely, 

A/Senior Social Worker - Child Placement Team 

N.B. Please quote your reference number on all correspondence 
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Oral History Interview 
Clann Project 
2026 

Interview, Transcription, and Redaction Information 

Interview date: 8th May 2026  
Time: 2:22 PM 
Interviewer: Cara Brophy-Browne 
Interviewee/Witness:

Key  
Int. = Interviewer 
Wit. = Witness  
… = Short pause or where words are repeated or the speaker changes direction mid-sentence  
blabla = spoken with great emphasis  
(blabla) = Additional audible expressions, body language  
[blabla] = Background information that might be helpful or addition made for clarity 
[...] = Transcript has been edited for clarity or relevance 

Notes on Redaction Process  
• Named individuals and identifying information have been redacted.

Note on Editing 
The interview transcript has been edited for clarity, relevance, and privacy.

To cite this interview:
Brophy-Browne, C. (2026) “Oral History Interview of Witness 27.” Clann: Ireland’s Unmarried 
Mothers and their Children: Gathering the Data. Dublin: Justice for Magdalenes Research, 
Adoption Rights Alliance, Hogan Lovells. 
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Int. 
 
 
 
 
 
Wit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Int. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Okay, so can you tell me about the process of obtaining your records from the   
adoption authorities?  
 
 
 
Oh, well, that, that probably was the simplest thing. I just, you know, applied, 
they opened up the channels there a couple of years ago, and you just had to 
apply for them. And they were very easy to get, so, within a couple of months, I 
got all… and I think there might have been about 60 or 70 pages. So that was, 
you know, to just email them over, so that was kind of quite simple. Since then, I 
have tried, but I try, and then I, you know, then it kind of goes off the boil. I had 
tried to speak with them about it, but I… so I've never actually spoken to them 
about things that I had found in the adoption file that I'd like some…some 
answers to. 
 
I did manage to talk to Tulsa, Tulsa, because they sent me information as well, 
but it was kind of just, they might have sent me 5 pages, but they were already 
included in the forms that I had got from the adoption authorities. 
 
So, no, it wasn't hard getting them, but I haven't spoken to them yet about… 
and I'd love to, but.. I don't know, I'd ring…and then I'd be told to ring back, and 
I wouldn't, I'd put it on hold, or, you know… my worst enemy at times. 
 
 
 
So you said you obtained…60 documents or so. Can you tell me what 
documents you got, and then what was the… what information in them was 
significant to you? 
 
 
 
Okay, so, well, there was lots of information about my parents. My adoptive 
parents, letters from their employers, you know, reference from the church, 
reference from the banks, so there was an awful lot of stuff on my… there was 
notes of home visits. From social workers to say that they were suitable 
parents, and then there was notes from, not from the… there was notes from, 
the consent of the adoption forms, there was letters from Justice of the Peace, 
there was letters that I had written to the adoption authorities, though, mind you, 
not all of them were included. There was some of them. But I have my original 
letters, and I have the letters that they sent me back, but they didn't include 
them in the ones that, you know, in the file that they sent. What else was there? 
There was case notes, there was, That was… kind of, yeah, follow-up notes 
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Int. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from the nuns in the mother and baby home. Saying that they had visited the 
house. No, not from the nuns, from where I was adopted from, 
to say that they had done a home visit and that, you know, the baby's doing 
well. Those sort of stuff. 
 
 
 
And then, so you had said to me before that the… some of the documents show 
that there were irregular practices in the Marionville mother and baby home, so 
can you tell me a little bit about those documents and what exactly they were 
able to show to you?  
 
 
 
Okay, so the mother… the… all the signatures are the same, like… this, I will 
have to send them over. So we… so I have… This is the mother and baby 
home, when… when my birth mother, would have arrived, it kinda just 
had her name, which was false, but right beside it was… her correct name was 
put in. Her date of birth, her date of admission, her last monthly period, her next 
of kin, her address. Those kind of details that you're asked for on admission.  
 
And then like, I have a copy of my baptismal cert. I have a copy of my adoption 
forms. And… what else is there? There's… anyway, all of the signatures are the 
same. They're all the same. So I'd say it was the one nun who filled out
adoption… my adoption form, saying that she was the birth mother. They're all 
the same signature, and I've asked a few people to have a look at it, and 
everyone was like, oh yeah, 100%, it is the same signature.  
 
What I also then got was a list of correspondents. And the first one, it's from a 
Justice of the Peace whose name is And, he's somewhere up 
the North. I actually do have his address somewhere. I do have his… Anyway, 
so he… So, he got… so… so Violet Murphy, my birth mother, signed the 
consent… the consent… the consent to adopt in front of him. Okay. So, he sent 
the consent and he sent his affidavit off to the adoption board, okay? So then 
the adoption board wrote back to him. To say that he was not known…What 
does it say here? Okay, that he is not known… A letter, but it says, as your 
signature is not known in this office, the board will be glad if you would state 
whether the consent was, in fact, executed before you. This is the adoption 
board writing to a Justice of the Peace to say, do they… do they know this guy, 

 Because his signature isn't known to them. 
 
Okay, I know this is all very confusing, and then he writes back a letter to them, 
right? And the letter says, with reference to the letter. It says [...] In reference to 
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Int.  
 
 
 
 
 
Wit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Int.  
 
 

this letter, I cannot recall signing my name. Yeah, that's right. I asked AI to… I 
took a screenshot of it, and I asked AI to, to read… to, transcribe it. So there is 
a little mistake there, so it's… it's not absolutely perfect, but I know the gist of 
the letter. So it says, [reading from a printed document]  
 
In reference to the letter, I cannot recall signing my name to such…It says… [...] 
a Miss called to me during the winter months, produced a form at my 
door and asked me to sign it. She made me believe it was for free school 
dinners for a girl who I do sign a lot of work for, believing this, I signed the letter 
at the door. Now, this is the le- this is my… my, this is my consent form to be 
adopted, and he's signing it at the door. Believing… I signed it at the door in the 
dark. Miss is not known to me, nor was she introduced to me. Hoping 
this statement will satisfy you and your department.  
 
So anyway, so they scrapped… they scrapped his… his… so they scrapped 
that, and then they went and they found a new Justice of the Peace to sign the 
adoption papers. But I do have that letter that he… that he signed, and the 
correspondence from the adoption board saying that they don't know him, and 
that, the… the chief clerk in the courthouse in  doesn't know him either. 
 
So, I reckon… well, so it was one of the nuns, he just made up that story. It was 
one of the nuns who came into him and just said, listen, will you just sign that? 
My birth mother said she never signed anything, and I do believe that. Yeah. 
 
 
 
So your birth mother… didn't sign the consent to adopt? This justice of the 
peace you think was approached by a nun from the…  
 
 
 
Oh, absolutely. Now, when I say she didn't sign, it's not like she didn't want to 
sign. She did. When I was born, she went off, she went back to her husband. 
Actually, by the time these forms were being signed, she had actually had 
another baby. She was married at that stage, and she had another baby when 
all that was going on. So she left the mother and baby… she left the hospital a 
couple of days after I was born, and never returned back up to the North to sign 
anything. And she was quite… she was quite happy to say, you know… 
 
 
 
Okay, and then… you also spoke a bit about getting in contact with your birth 
father. And that you learned more from him about the circumstances of your… 

Birth mother's false name
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Wit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Int.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wit.  
 
 
 

of your birth and your… of your adoption. Would you like to tell me a bit more 
about that?  
 
 
 
Yeah, and just before I… can I… can I just… just another thing, just while I 
was… that was in the case notes. I don't think I sent you a copy of this. It was 
just some case notes made, and it's a… it was written in the year 2000. And, it's 
from she's in… works in the Adoption Board, and she just 
wrote a letter just, you know, about… about me, and that I'm very… that I'm 
very keen on finding my mother, and that she thinks that I probably will, but she 
does say that someone else knows about the child because apparently, a man 
called to the church making inquiries 5 years ago. So, I don't know who that is. 
My birth father did say that he… he… I don't know if it was him, or if it was… if it 
was someone else who I contacted. Which would have been my birth mother's 
[...] husband’s [brother], right? Her… my birth mother's husband’s brother 
arranged for my adoption… arranged for me to go up the North to… to be, to 
the mother and baby home up there. And he always thought that he was… he 
always thought that it was… he always felt very guilty about me being put up for 
adoption. He was the one who told me everything in the end, and then I made 
contact with my birth father. 
 
But I think it might have been him. Actually, he's dead now, my birth father's 
dead now, so I'll never know who the man was, but, like, I mean, it was in 1995. 
I've been trying to trace for absolutely years and years, and the fact that, you 
know, they had all this information. I mean, I was an adult, he was an adult, you 
know, why, you know, why… I signed the thing years ago, you know, it was a 
tracing, you know, they sent them to all the houses in Ireland, I don't know if you 
remember it, you don't no, and if you were adopted, you signed, and they set up 
a central record. I mean, they could have told me that back then, I would have 
saved absolutely years and years of heartache. 
 
 
 
Yeah, absolutely, and could have had some more time with your birth father as 
well, because it seems like you did have a lovely relationship once you got to 
know each other.  
 
 
 
Absolutely, yeah, we did. Yeah, it only lasted about two and a half years, but… 
You know, he was all on for it, and definitely could have had 25 more years. 
Yeah. If… You know? If I had been told that. I know, that makes me so sad. 
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Int. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Int.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wit. 
 
 

 
It is… it is… actually, well, the next question was…how do you think it would 
have impacted you if you had have had access to this, information sooner, but I 
guess we already…  
 
 
 
Yeah. Oh, yeah, no, my life would… I have put so much time… I mean, far too 
much time when I think of it, into trying to trace my birth mother. And then she 
didn't want to know me, and she was saying, oh, it's not, you know, you have 
the wrong person. Then I kind of went back to the drawing board, and I said, do 
I have the wrong person? And, it was kind of only with, you know, Facebook, 
and, I mean, I found a lot, you know, tracing people, but I spent 
God, ugh. I was totally consumed by it. You know, I should have been doing 
other things, you know? Not… 
 
I had… I have old phone directories from 1965, like, on my birth rec… on my 
birth… on the… in the mother and baby home, for instance, there's, there's a 
thing that it says, baby left our home and was placed for 
adoption that evening, and it says, ring and …County
between 7am and 8am. Not on a Monday or Sunday. 
 
So I actually found an old phone book from in a 1960… I think I could 
only get a 1965 one, and I went through all the phone numbers till I found  
Like, can you, like, go through phone… just phone numbers? I didn't have 
any… at this stage, I didn't know their name was but I did find  and I 
did write to those people, but that took…You know, I'm just so consumed in it. 
Jesus, I should have been…I should have been minding me kids, doing stuff, 
I… yeah, so I know all of that, you know, maybe at a…maybe I'd have, like, 
could have trained to be a doctor. I could be a top surgeon, I tell you, in Ireland, 
if I had put as much energy into that as I did into just trying to get answers. You 
know?  
 
[...] 
 
Do you feel… do you think at this point, do you feel satisfied with the answers 
that you have now? Do you think you have a good understanding of what 
happened, or are there still kind of some… 
 
 
 
There's… yeah, I kind of talk to myself a lot, and I do know that because my 
birth father was a priest at the time, I'd say, and my mother was married, so 
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Wit. 
 
 
 
 
Int. 
 
 
 
 
Wit  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

when she had the affair. So, I wasn't… I wasn't illegitimate. Yeah. So I could not 
be placed for adoption, because you had to be illegitimate to be placed for 
adoption in Ireland back then, and always the husband of the mother was 
always deemed the father. So that's why they had to…That's why she had to go 
to a mother and baby home, and change her name, and change her, her 
address, and put loads of false information. so that I was able to be placed for 
adoption. If they hadn't done all that, I probably wouldn't have been in place for 
adoption, and I could have ended up in a baby home, you know, forever. 
 
[...]  
You know, you shouldn't have lied, you shouldn't have… you shouldn't have 
given her a false name. I searched for a in  I went 
into… you know, this was before I got her real name. Then I spent months and 
months and months looking for someone who… who didn't exist, you know?  I 
do see senses at times, but then, you know, you just get so frustrated.  
 
 
 
And you think they knew in the Mother and Baby home, in Marionville that 
that… 
 
 
 
Oh, God. Yeah. Oh, oh, they did, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.  
 
 
 
On another document you got, right?  
 
 
 
Yeah, there was… yeah, on my birth certificate… on my baptismal lines, which, 
that was… that was another thing, trying to find out what happened to my 
bapt… where my baptismal lines are, and going up the North, and going into… 
a church where I knew where they were, and I actually went up there on… I was 
off work, I work in so I was off work, it was All Souls Day, what's that, 
the 1st of November? When I went up there to the church, the church was 
closed because it was All Souls Day, and the church was closed, and I knocked 
on the convent door, and I spoke to a nun, and I was telling her I was after 
coming up from Dublin to look for some records, and she says, oh, is it like Who 
Do You Think You Are, are you chasing your roots? And I went, oh yeah, yeah, 
it's just kind of, you know… I didn't tell her, you know, how serious it was, and 
she says, oh, do you want to go in and have a look at the baptismal register? 
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Now, she shouldn't have let me, like, that was… That was… I was just so lucky. 
And when I went through it, I did find my baptism lines, but there was a 
message written in Latin to say that was a false name, and it 
gave me the name of my birth mother. It told me that she was married, it told me 
that her husband wasn't the father, all written in Latin, so then I had to go and 
get that transcribed. Like, this just took forever! 

[...] 
[in reference to a conversation with her birth mother] I always thought maybe 
the reason you gave me up for adoption was because, you know, you worked 
for… in the home for priests, and I always thought maybe my father was a 
priest. I mean, I hit the nail on the head, I didn't realize it, and she went [does 
impression of someone laughing nervously] 

But now, when I think back, me saying it. I always thought my birth… I was 
actually even able to say his name, because I had contacted the 

father might have been a priest. Is it… is it possible that some of those priests 
are still around? And, he said to me, just give me your name, and give me your 
number, and I'll ring around, and I'll get back to you. And I says, oh, okay, hung 
up. And I'm telling you, within a half an hour, he rang me back, and he said, I'm 
after finding this priest, Father  what was his name? Oh, he had the 
strangest name. … he was in  Father… God, can't remember 
his name. Anyway, I have it somewhere. And he said, I've spoken to him, and 
he will… and he will speak to you. So I traveled down to in

And, he remembered my birth mother. I said to him, was there any priests that 
she was kind of friendly with? And, he said, Oh, he said no! Really? No, no, no, 
I didn't know, she was engaged! No, no. And I thought that, and I says, alright, 
and I said, was there any other… was there any other young priests around 
that, you know, I could talk to? And he said, well, all the priests, he said, well, 
there's say, he said, there's Father  but he's dead. There's, Father … 
what… oh no, he's dementia. He's… he's gone mad, you're wasting your time 
talking to him. There was Father but he actually left to be a… he 
actually left and went to England, and I went… a priest left around the same 
time, and he said, yeah, a guy called And, just there and then, I 
said, I bet you anything that's my birth father. 

And I try to… can you imagine trying to find in England? 

And… but I was right, it was John  Now, I didn't find out whether it was 
him for definite for years and years and years later, but when I met her that day 
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Int.  
 
 
 
 
Wit.  

in the… in the hotel, I had said to her, oh, I thought… I'm sure I thought my birth 
father was a priest, and she nearly… she nearly died.  
 
[...] 
 
And so are you… are you, you know, you were saying at the beginning that you 
think all the time that you spent, but would you say now it was worth…  
 
 
Oh, yeah, it was worth it, but if people just hadn't lied and muddied the water 
and put these obstacles in front of me. Like, anybody…anybody else would 
have given up, and I know they would. Yeah. And it… and… 
 
[...]  
 
Yeah, years ago, I went looking for nuns that were in the mother and baby 
home. I found this nun, and I told her who I was, and she said she remembered 
me, and when I asked her why she remembered me, she told me that all the 
girls in the mother and baby home were single, and wished they were married, 
and could keep their babies, and the reason why she remembered was 
because was married, and she didn't want to keep her baby. So she said 
that she had minded me for those few days. So between the adoption…actually, 
she could have been the one that was signing all those forms, I don't know. But 
anyway, Sister was her name, and she minded me, and I was 
going to tell you something else, and I completely went off track. But when I… 
when the nun saw me, and this must have been… when did I go to see her? I 
think it was about 2003, the first thing she said to me was, you were supposed 
to go to America. 
 
Yeah, yeah, so this baby… mother and baby home, they did send an awful lot of 
the babies to America.  So, I mean, they really, I mean, they changed Sheila's 
name, her address, they put up all this, you know, they really muddied the 
water, and you know, I was to go to America, and if I had gone to America, 
there's… there's no way I would have… I would have given up.  
 
[...] 
 

 
 
 


