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speaker.  Apparently, he was at the airport, waiting to assist with sorting out the 

right children to the right families upon arrival!  This priest also kept in touch with some of 

the adoptive families and even visited my home in Chicago while I was growing up.  I do 

remember him coming by when I was about 6 or 7 years old and asking “how are you 

getting along?”  I didn’t remember him, but he stayed and we talked for some time about 

what he knew about Ireland.   

8. These family recollections are supported by my own genealogical research and 
documents my adoptive parents saved for me.  Included in 1 (pages 1 to 4) are the 

Pan American ticket, the passenger ID that was attached to my jacket lapel and the 

Passenger Manifest I recently found doing online research.  The Flight Manifest confirms 

that there were four adoptee children on the flight and three adults with either B-1 or B-2 

immigration status.  Two of these adults are a Father  from and a

from    

9. I have also included a news clipping from  1957 (page 5).  

The article is headlined “Irish Waifs Flying into New Life.”  Two boys are pictured and 

identified and of the other two children mentioned in the article one is myself and the other 

a girl called   Catholic Charities is identified as the agency that arranged our 

adoptions and transport.  I actually was in contact with back in 1996 (page 6).  We 

wrote letters back and forth and she made the trip to Sean Ross Abbey in that same year.  

She was still living in area at the time.  Also, and are 

mentioned in the press release.   All of these names correspond with the Flight 

Manifest.Further, both of these adults provided my adoptive parents with their contact 

information, written in long hand on the back of envelope that is marked Baby  

(page 7) going to the address of my adoptive family.   

10. By all accounts, I didn't assimilate well when I arrived at my new home.  I recall refusing 

to go into the house when we arrived from the airport.  Family members walked me up 

and down the street and finally coaxed me to come into the home after giving me some 

ice cream.  I was wearing diapers, which caused a lot of excitement and embarrassment 

for me.  I had to assure them I was indeed toilet trained!   I refused to sleep in a bed, 

instead crying myself to sleep under the bed.  I continued to sleep like this for over a year.  

I cried a lot and consistently told people I was only visiting and would be going back to 

Ireland soon.  My adoptive parents confronted me often about stopping such talk and also 

about my rejection of their other adoptive child who was younger than me.  My broad Irish 

brogue was noticed by everyone, and people made me uncomfortable with their 
comments and demands that I “sing a song” for them.  I had a good voice and my 

adoptive father would put me front and centre to sing at any gatherings.  Eventually, this 

attention led to suppressing the Irish brogue and also developing a stuttering habit that 
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affected my social interactions and school work performance in grade school. I was given 

speech therapy classes for several years, and eventually learned to correct my speech 

patterns and minimize the stresses I was feeling.    

11. As regards my childhood and upbringing, I didn't suffer any physical abuse but I do recall 

no real bonding experience between me and my adoptive parents and always feeling like 

a lodger in my adoptive home.   My adoptive family employed corporal punishment and I 

often had to experience having a leather belt used on my bare back side.  I was told this 
was because they loved me.  I cannot say that my life would have been better had I 

stayed in Ireland but sending me away for adoption at the age of 3½ was certainly not a 

good thing.  I was too old to be sent away and had clearly been shaped by many levels of 

early child development as a native Irish person.  This strong sense of an Irish identity 

has always been at the core of my experience in the world. While I don’t have any first 

hand memories of my birth mother, it is clear that I did not bond with the adoptive family.  I 

easily walked away from them on many occasions later as an adult, without any sense of 

attachment or emotional connection.   

Information about my Family 

12. My adoptive family preserved all of the information they had on my adoption and I grew 

up with an awareness of my original birth name  There was never an attempt 

to hide the facts from me or to discourage me if I wanted to pursue my roots.  In fact, 

searching seemed pointless in my adolescence and early adulthood.  There was not the 
flow of information that is available.  

13. Then, in 1997, a television show aired in the United States called 20/20 with Barbara 

Walters.  This was the first information I had that there was more to my adoption story, 

that there was now an awareness of the circumstances of my adoption in the context of a 

larger scandal that was emerging from Ireland, involving the Irish Government and the 

Catholic Church.  Following this show, I contacted a tracing group with a view to finding 

my mother.  Through that group, I was informed that my mother was alive, where she was 
living and that she was destitute.   This prompted me to try to get in touch with her.  I 

wrote an initial letter and she did respond to this letter.  When I wrote back to her, 

suggesting I come to Ireland to meet her, she did not respond.  I realized that there might 

be very strong reasons why she discouraged further contact.  The story that emerged 

from media coverage of the adoption scandal in Ireland was of shame and scorn placed 

on birth mothers and the illegitimate children they bore.  Like everyone else watching the 

stories emerge at the time, I was shocked by the revelations of Magdalene Laundries and 

Mother &Baby homes like Sean Ross Abbey.  So, after considering all of these factors, I 

decided not to pursue contact any further at that time.   
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14. In  my adoptive mother passed away. I attended her bedside when she was alive 

and also her memorial service after she passed away.  My adoptive mother had spent her 

final months in hospice at the Sister of Mercy residence home in  One of 

my adoptive mother's sisters was a Sister of Mercy, and she had arranged this situation 

for her. I discovered (during the memorial service) that my adoptive brother had changed 

my adoptive mother’s Will in the months before her death.  It was signed and witnessed 

by several of the Sisters of Mercy with whom she stayed in her final time in hospice care.  

This event led me to feel angry towards my adoptive brother and betrayed by my adoptive 

family and enabled me to feel strong enough to start the search process again.  I also felt 

detached from the adoptive family entirely at this point and proceeded to legally change 

my surname back to my birth surname and to apply for a current Irish passport.  

Unfortunately, trying to please my adoptive family had led me to wait too long to contact 

my birth mother.  The last letter I wrote to her was returned to me unopened and stamped 
“deceased.” That dashed any more hope that I could create a connection with my birth 

mother.   

15. I have felt guilt for not pursuing it further when I first discovered her in 1997, while also 

knowing that it might have been an unwelcome contact for her in a small Irish community.  

I have insight into this sadness because my Irish Catholic adoptive family successfully 

indoctrinated and reinforced this same shame and guilt in my own upbringing.  I 

appreciate the disapproval of illegitimate birth in such communities.  I think that is one of 
most bitter parts of the legacy left by the Irish State and Catholic Church; the fear and 

guilt they cultivated in we, the Irish, that echoes down the generations and twists our view 

of human nature and the after-life.  I am well read in Irish literature, and I do wonder if this 

tragic tale of cover-up and deceit was the “terrible beauty” that Yeats alludes to with such 

foreboding in his poem Easter, 1916.  

16. A key goal of my 2015 trip to Ireland was to find my birth mother's grave.  We found her 

grave in a family plot with her mother and father (my grandparents).  There is a faded 
headstone that identifies the grandparents but my mother's plot is not marked.  It is a 

raised mound of uncompacted earth, and we surmise that must be her grave.  It is located 

in    The grave marker commemorates  

(died  and her husband (died   My mother

 likely died in   The death was not registered, so I am still 

working with local people in that area who knew them to ascertain her exact date of 

passing.  Once that is accomplished, I plan to propose to the family the idea of 

placing a more permanent head stone marker to properly respect and honour these three 

important people.  
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17. I wrote to several agencies for information on my background.  Correspondence from 

these agencies is in  at pages _ to _. 

18. I made a Freedom of Information request and in 2012 got a limited amount of information 

from the HSE.  Among these documents is the “relinquishment of parental rights” that my 

birth mother was forced to sign (page 24).  Another document is an agreement by my 

adoptive mother to quit her job and spend all her time raising her adoptive children (page 

29).  This directive is reinforced in a letter dated 8 May 1957 from Sean Ross Abbey 
Sister  (page 31) emphasizing that the Department of External Affairs needed 

confirmation that my adoptive mother was in fact quitting her job before I could be 

released for adoption!  What makes this especially bitter for me to the present day is that 

she mentioned this to me many times from an early age; words to the effect of “don’t 

forget I quit a career to raise you.”  She always seemed to be annoyed by this, and as 

time went on and I grew further detached from the adoptive parents, those words became 

sharper and more angry. 

19. I wrote to the Sean Ross Abbey to ask for any information relating to me or my mother but 

all I obtained was a letter from Sister who had been at Sean Ross and was then 

with the Sacred Heart Adoption Society).  The letter (page 32) simply confirmed the fact 

that I had been born at the Abbey and providing identifying information about 

 my birth mother. 

20.  I wrote to Barnardos, the adoption agency.  They summarized their response after 
reviewing documents in the archives (page 33 and 34).   

21.  I also wrote to the INS and received a response with copies of various documents 

surrounding the adoption proceedings.  Since the information from the HSE request 

contained most of the documents, I am not including them in this statement. 

Circumstances of my Adoption 

22. I understand from papers that I have seen and from discussions with my adoptive parents 

that I was taken over to the US in 1957 under an Irish passport.  I was then naturalised as 
a US citizen in and following that my adoption was finalised and my name was 

changed. 

23. My adoptive parents didn't travel to Ireland to find me but instead arranged everything 

through the Catholic charities in   The Catholic Society undertook a home study 

and confirmed to the nuns at Sean Ross Abbey that I would be brought up in a good 

Catholic home.  This home study report is in the HSE packet provided to me.  
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24. I have seen financial statements showing that my adoptive parents paid monies to Sean 

Ross Abbey but my recollection is that these were mainly for itemised expenses such as 

the cost of the flight (page 1). 

25. My adoptive parents were clearly not told the whole truth about my circumstances as they 

were told that my mother had died giving birth.  They had absolutely no idea that my 

mother had participated in raising me for the first three and a half years of my life.  It was 

only when they found this out that they understood why I had been so traumatised on my 
arrival and why I was constantly saying I was going back to Ireland tomorrow.  My 

adoptive parents were blue-blooded Catholics and would never have adopted me had 

they known the true story. 

26. My adoptive parents were particularly upset when revelations started being made in the 

US in the 1980s about the behaviour of Catholic priests in Ireland and I clearly remember 

my mother stating that "Bishop McQuaid should burn in hell". 

Impact on my Life 

27. The fact and circumstances of my removal from my mother and my adoption have 

undoubtedly impacted on my life.  I am married but have no children and have suffered 

both depression and post-traumatic stress disorder.  I have suffered from sleep disorders 

and in the worst times also had some exposure to substance abuse. 

28. I originally kept my faith but, with all the revelations about the Magdalene Laundries, the 

Mother and Baby Homes and most recently the terrible discovery of the remains of 
hundreds of babies at Tuam, I have lost my faith in the Catholic Church altogether. 

29. My treatment, and that of my mother, is always bubbling away just below the surface.  I 

am angry and at times just want to lash out at the injustice of our treatment. 

What should the Commission recommend? 

30. I understand that the State and the Catholic Church are at the heart of everything in 

Ireland and that it would be impossible to rip the two apart.  That said, I still feel that the 

church has way too much involvement in matters such as adoption and that it puts its 
values above the rights and welfare of those involved. I therefore think that the 

Commission should recommend the creation of independent oversight bodies to ensure 

that the Church cannot exert undue influence and that the individuals involved in the 

adoption process do not suffer as a result of Church involvement. 

31. I am not sure if there is a need for a formal redress scheme for those affected by the 

Mother and Baby Homes but I do feel strongly that help should be given to those mothers 
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who gave birth in Mother and Baby Homes and who, due to pressure from society, church 

and state, had to give up their children.  Thought and investigation should be given to 

determining how best those mothers can be assisted be it in terms of financial assistance, 

counselling or anything else they need.  In addition, assistance to the children (now 

adults) may be advised for those who are in need of Mental Health Services and other 

assistance to finally achieve peace with the events surrounding their adoptions.   

I believe that the contents of this statement are true. 

 

Signed …………………………….. 

 

Dated ……………………………….. 
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