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1. | mzke this statement for the purpose of providing evidence to the Mother and Baby
Homes Commission of Investigation established by the frish Government pursuant to

Section 3 of the Gommissions of Investigations Act 2004,

2. Attached to this statement is an exhibit marked " which contains various copy
documents. References to page numbers in this statement are to pages in[JJjj1.

3. I make this statement as an adopted person.
Circumstances of my Birth and Early Life

4. | was bom on _ 1929 at Galway Central Maternity Hospital, County Galway.
After | was born, | was faken to the Tuam Childrens’ Home, otherwise known as Bon
Secours Mother and Baby Home {"Bon Secours"). My birth was registered in my original

name, which is ||| | |GG ' 2 now 89 years od [JPage 1.
5. Iwasin Bon Secours from [ 1520 vt I 1933. 1 wes toid that a lady

tocok me from the home and then brought me back. | returned to Bont Secours shorily
after on_1933‘ I have no recollection of this and | have never been given an
explanation about this period of time that | was not living at the home. A few months tater
i was boarded out on || 1933 JPages 3-81. ! have no recoliection of this
either. | was then returned to the home hefore | was taken out again by my adopted
family.

6, | lived in Bon Secours for four years and ten months unfil | was adopted. | understand
that t was baptised at the Galway Central Matemity Hospital and my sponsgor was -

- t do not know if-was a relation to my birth family or not. | was also
baptised in my birth name.

7. | have no information about the time my birth mother spent at Bon Secours, as
unfortunately she passed away before we could mest. 1 do not know when she entered
the home or when she left, whether they treated her well or not. | have no information
about any tests, vaccinations or any treatment of me while | was in the home. {only have

one memory of Bon Secours and that is sitting alene on the floor,
The adoption process and my life with my adoptive family

8. 1 understand that it was Poor Clare's Convent in Nun's Island, Galway that arranged my
adoption. 1 am not entirely sure of the process of adoption, as | have not been able to
obtain any information about how my adoptive parents applied to adopt me or any folow-
up they had with the convent afterwards.
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9. | was adopted by [ HENENESNE o I, | -

ptaced with my adoptive parents at the age of four years and ten months. | was never
tald as a child that | was adopted and only discovered this when 1 was in hospital at age

1 _ This was a difficult time for me.

10. 1 had a very good upbringing and was brought up very well. | had one adoptive sister
called _ t had a very good relationship with my adoptive parents, in particular |
had a fantastic relationship with my adoptive maother.

11. I have no real information about my early childhood, as | have not been able to obtain any
records or speak to anyone who would have known me or my mother before my adoption.

Infermation and Finding Out about my Birth Parents

12. | waited until my adoptive parents passed before | began my search, A friend helped me
with the search. Despite significant efforts | have not been able to find out any
information about the time my mother and | spent in Bon Secours and no one has been
able to tell me anything either. It has been incredibly frustrating, as there must be records

of our stay somewhere.

13. t do not have any information about my birth father, as he was unknown and none of the
records that { have been able to obtain refer to him by name or at all.

14, | had two birth siblings who died in Bon Secours, one sister and one brother. My birth

sister's name was ||| Gz o was tom on | 1937 and died on [}
- 1838. My birth brother's name was _was born on - 1839 and

died on [l 1940. | understand that he died of meningitis.

15. | visited one of the villages called || N~ I e | understand my

birth mother lived. 1 found a man called _who | later discovered was my
cousin. He didn’t know much about my birth mother, other than the fact she had died and
was buried in the lecal village with her still born baby. -did not know any more
about my birth mother and he has since passed away.

Access to Information

16. It is clear from the story set out above that it was difficull to obtain the requisite
information about my mother. | have only been able to obtain limited information, most of
which [ have found in the few documents provided to me further to a Freedom of
Information Request from the Western Health Board.

| believe that the contents of this statement are true.
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Date ./ ¢ November 2018
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION - SCHEDULE ~ Thomas Joseph Reilly

Page Description Date Decision Comment
Information contained in the Team Home
Register of Admissions & Discharges,
dated Jan 1930 — Jan 1928.
! Entry in Tuam Home Register, of - Granted
Admissions, page 71, 0
'D.O. N b
Entry in Tuam Home Register of
2 Naged 4yrs and 9mis being 1933 Granted
discharged
Entry in Tuam Home Register of
3 Admissions, page 47, on the 21™ October 21* October Granted
1533, o AR << 1933 fn
LoyEs.
Entry of Tuaa Home Register of
4 Discharge. page 49. on the 8 December 8" December Granted
1933 of AN < - 1033 r

discharged aged 5 lavrs.
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COUNTY OF GALWAY

Indoor Admission

: . Half-Year Ending the last day O:M 19 .4y,

ADMITTED, .
3
The figure L to be entered in the colump of the Clzss to which nsnate befongs '
Trate of MoTHERS CriLnREYM .
Adeissicn — — —_— If hore iu Institulion
ur Name Register Hure Legitfmnte Itkgitimate Hame ot Aother.
BEnh ’ Nao, ) Marrjed Vimarsied ———— e ——— o - J
M. T, M. I ;
- ] i .
Y sy




OF GALWAY, = CHILDREN'S HOME, TUAM. -
oor Admission Y and Discharge Book. g

Montk nfﬁ&mﬂw - 193y

i
. 1 DISCHARGED.
5 ! | ‘Ehe figure L o be entered fo the column of the Class te witdeh Inmate belongs
Date of MOFHKKS CHLLPREN . )
H horin Institulon 1discharge Name Repister  Age Inze ot word ™ died"”
Snne of Mother : ) or -’ L. Legitimate Illcgitimate in case of dealh
Death Masried - Unmarmnied 11 Institulion
M. E. ML T, '
[
ol
x. f
P




