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WITNESS STATEMENT OF -

1. | make this statement for the purpose of providing evidence to the Mother and Baby
Homes Commission of Investigation established by the Irish Government pursuant to

Section 3 of the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004.

2. Attached to this statement is a bundie of papers marked - References to page

numbers in this statement are to page numbers in this bundle of papers.
3. | make this statement as an adopted person.

Background

4, | was bom_ at St Finbarr's hospital, Co Cork, on- 1969. |
am -years old. My mother,_ made the decision to give me up for

adoption and this was arranged through the Catholic Protection and Rescue Society of

ireland ("CPRSI") on -1969. My adoption order was granted on -1970.

S My adoptive parents were always open about the fact that | was adopted. | made no

attempt to contact my birth mother, or to establish her identity, untii November 1988.
Circumstances of my birth and early life

In my attempts to discover the identity of my birth mother, | have uncovered a number of

o

documents relating to the early life of my birth mother and her family. | understand my
birth mother's parents emigrated to [ where my bith grandmother died. Her
children were placed in an orphanage in -before being discovered by an Irish
priest who arranged for them to be repatriated to Ireland. My birth mother's father
abandoned his children after he appeared in court for child neglect and shortly afterwards
left the country for [y birth mother was sent to St Finbarrs in Sunday's well,

an industrial school, from where she was discharged in -1965.

[ My birth mother was then committed to a Magdalene Laundry for about 12 days between

-1968 and.1968 for "larceny of pair of nylons" (page 1). After release from



-

the Magdalene Laundry, my birth mother and her sister:- were subject to
supervision by a probation officer for a year — | was given a copy of their probation report
by the Department of Justice in July 2012 and this report is exhibited to this witness

statement at pages 1 to 11. Although initially quite a lot of detail is provided on this part of
my birth mother's life, the report soon focuses principally on her-sister-

8. The report finishes in April 1969, which was shortly after- had given birth to her
first daughter. It is quite clear from the report that- had no intention of giving up
her child for adoption, but the report also indicates that she was pressured by CRPSI, and
perhaps even her probation officer, into giving up her baby and she eventually did give up
that child for adoption. However, this child was never adopted — she was diagnosed with

_ and spent her childhood in foster care. -had another daughter a
year or so later, and this child was placed in adoption. | have since met with this second
daughter, whose adoptive parents told her that had they known of the existence of the
older daughter, they would have adopted her too so both sisters could have grown up

together. They were never given this opportunity.

9. The probation report does not reveal too much information about my mother's
circumstances immediately before my birth, but | understand that as soon as her baby
began to show, she was sent to the Sacred Heart Mother and Baby Home at
Bessborough on - 1969. This was where we returned when we left St Finbarr's
Hospital Co. Cork in -1969 (to where my birth mother was sent in labour because she
had Rhesus negative blood), first to the maternity hospital (the Sacred Heart Hospital} in
the home and then to the convent. Information | have been provided reveals that | was

born on - 1969 at St Finbarr's Hospital Co. Cork and baptised on - 1969. |

have not been able to establish who my godparents are.

10. Medical notes from the Sacred Heart Hospital, which | received following a freedom of
information act request | made to the Health Service Executive in 2010 (page 12 to 18)
(the "FOI Request"), indicate that | was given a PKU test on - 1969 and the BCG

vaccine on- 1969. To my knowledge | was not given any other vaccinations.



11.

12.

13.

14.

16.

Observations in these medical records show that | was a healthy baby and was fed a diet

of cows' milk, rice, water and sugar.

On 26 April 1969, my birth mother wrote a letter to Fathe- a Catholic clergyman
who | understand was head of the CPRSI at that time, to let him know her desire to have
her baby "placed for adoption as soon as possible" (page 19). | am not aware of a
response to this letter, but my birth mother wrote Father- a second letter on 27
May 1969 (pages 20 and 21) re-iterating her desire to have her baby adopted and

enclosing certain medical certificates and completed adoption forms.

A letter from my birth mother to_ an adoption worker, (pages 22 and

23), indicates that my birth mother was becoming increasingly frustrated with how long it
was taking for the adoption process to be completed, and that this was making the

prospect of parting with her baby (me) harder to face.

| understand from my adoptive parents that they heard about the adoption process being
arranged by CPRSI through a television appeal for adoptive parents by a clergyman. |
believe my adoptive parents then wrote to Father- as he wrote them back a letter
dated 28 April 1969 (page 24) in which he asked them to complete an application form he
enclosed with his letter and requested a meeting with them to discuss the adoption

process.

I understand that my birth mother then took me to Dublin on the train. The adoption
agency brought my birth mother into one room and my adoptive parents into another
room and a social worker took me from my birth mother and handed me over to my

adoptive parents.

On her return home, my adoptive mother noticed | had a very bad rash and called a
doctor who visited her home. Apparently | looked like I'd been boiled in a pot; the doctor

was horrified and my adoptive mother was very upset.

Hogan Lovelis



16. My adoptive parents received two visits from social workers after I'd been adopted, in July

and October 1969. In fact, it was_the same social worker my birth mother

had written to seeking my adoption.

17. | was very fortunate in my childhood and | had a very strong relationship with both my
adoptive parents. My adoptive mother has sadly passed away but my adoptive father is
still alive. | grew up with-siblings —-were natural children of my adoptive parents
and my adoptive parents adopted a son about .years after they adopted me. | think if

there was any way to rear an adopted child | think my mum did it right.
Information and finding out about my Birth Parents

18. | made no attempts to trace my birth mother before | turned eighteen. After | turned
eighteen, my adoptive mother and | approached the CPRSI where _ was still
working. She said that since my birth mother had never come forward, she could not
provide me with any information. However, she did divulge that my birth mother was aged
16 when | was born (which later proved to be false) and that she had given me the first

name-(which was indeed frue).

19. After this meeting | got on with my life and not long afterwards, | got engaged to be
married. However, the week before | was due to be married, the priest informed me that

he didn't have a copy of my baptismal certificate. My adoptive mother calied-

-lo ask her for a copy of the certificate, but _ demanded to know

the identity of my fiancé and his father's name. When my adoptive mother asked her why

she needed to know this information,_ responded that she wished to check

we were not related (which was way too late because | had a-year old child at home).

- said she'd track down my baptismal certificate and she would send it

directly to the priest. | did not see a copy of this certificate at the time but | assume the

priest received it because he had no problem marrying us. Neither the priest nor-

-Would let me see it.



20. From then on | rang the CPRSI each year (which | understand changed its name to

Clnamh in 1992)‘_ said that she would make enquiries and get back to me

but | never heard anything.

21. It was only when | got access to a computer, and when | read some of the many posts
made on the Adoption Ireland website, that | realised that | could make searches myself.
My first search was for my birth certiﬂcate.- had mentioned the name-
so | looked through the records of every child born in 1969 (which were recorded

alphabetically by surname) until | found my birth certificate which revealed my birth

22. | called in to Cunamh's office again in May 1995. | understand from information given to
me in 2003 (pages 25 to 27) that after this meeting _made some preliminary
enquiries but did not take any further action because | had not made a written request — |
was never informed | had to make a written request for effective enquiries to be carried

out.

23. The next step | took, in January 2003, was to make an application to be put on a Ctinamh
waiting list so that Cinamh could carry out a search on my behalf. | was told the waiting
list was approximately 27 months but in the meantime | was given some non-identifying
information (pages 25 to 27). On 11 September 2006, | received a letter from Cudnamh
from_ a social worker, inviting me to attend a meeting at their offices. She

told me my date and place of birth, when | was baptised and that | was given a PKU test.

24. in March 2007, _telephoned to let me know that she had not been able to
track down my birth mother. She suggested that she would soon have to end the search
and implied that because she had been unsuccessful even with all the information she

had, my own attempts to track down my birth mother would also be unsuccessful.

25. However, two weeks later, | received a letter from Cunamh dated 12 March 2007 asking
me to visit the Ctinamh office to receive an update on my enquiry. | assumed that they

were going to tell me that they would close my file because they couldn't find anything.

_ i



» B -

tnstead,_toId me that she'd found a sister of my birth mother, -who
was living in Cork. - had spoken to -who was unwell at that time, on

the telephone and -toid her that my birth mother had been run over by a train.

-then handed me a scrap of paper (page 28) which read "your birth mother's
.isters were diagnosed with breast cancer. The eldest had a breast removed in -

2005 and has since been diagnosed with lung cancer. Your birth mother‘s- sister

was also diagnosed with breast cancer and died at the age of.years of age in

2005". | was very upset —_ told me that somebody had pushed my

birth mother under a train. So | had to return home on the bus thinking about the fact that
breast cancer ran in my family (and | have-daughters) and that my birth mother had

been pushed under a train. | was in shock.

26, | did have the opportunity, in July 2007, to meet with- before she died in-
and | have also met some of my other aunts and a half-brother (who was born in England

about a year after me). | also met my birth father in 2007 but we are no longer in touch.

27. Throughout the time | spent researching my birth family | found the authorities from whom
| sought assistance obstructive and unhelpful. In fact, from the information | received from
the FOI Request, you can see that the nuns from the Sacred Heart Mother and Baby
Home in Bessborough created a file on me (pages 15 to 17) shortly after | wrote to them
in March 2004. In November 2005, Sister-at Sacred Heart Mother and Baby Home
in Bessborough provided certain information regarding my birth mother to- a
social worker at Cunamh, but the letter (page 18) goes on to expressly prohibit -
from disclosing this information to me. Amazingly, notes | have received from my FOI
Request also reveal that in 2007 the nuns from the Sacred Heart Mother and Baby Home
in Bessborough had actually infiltrated an online adoption group that | was a member of
and were recording in my file what questions | asked and whether they had been

responded to — their notes on this are exhibited at page 16.

Access to information



28. My attempts to research the identity of my birth mother, and other birth relatives, were

repeatedly and deliberately frustrated by those authorities | contacted.

29. 1 also feel that Cliinamh were not honest with me. | now know that- knew
about my cousins (the children of - and my birth mother's younger sister,-

because they too were adopted and in Cunamh's records. - had also met

- because [JJlJ hac tracked the two children she gave up for adoption
through Ctnambh. In fact, two years after -died | asked -whether she

had informed -two children who she'd given up for adoption of her death. She
responded that she hadn't because they'd never asked her. It was only when | tracked
down the birth certificate of -daughter using information contained in the
probation report that-inadvertentiy et me know that-had also had
another daughter, and only then did she agree to arrange for the three of us to meet each

other in 2012.

30. Further, as you can see from the newspaper clipping exhibited (page 29), my birth mother
committed suicide, she was not murdered. That was a terrible way to end and the thing
was if I had found her | don’t know whether | could have helped her but | could have been
given that chance. She missed a chance to meet her -grandchildren; | would have

tried my best to help her. | was never given the opportunity to help her.

31 1 can only speculate as to why my birth mother gave me up for adoption. Her letter to-
- suggests that my birth mother was anxious that | be given a good home.
Research | have undertaken into my birth mother's early life suggests that, given her own
experiences in the Irish welfare system, it is hardly surprising that my birth mother
believed | would have a happier life if placed with adoptive parents — she had nothing

really to offer me.

32, The way I look at it, | am .years of age, | have raised-ch':ldren. | pay my bills, | pay
my taxes, | am a normal citizen of this country but at the end of the day | was treated like

a five year old child. | am angry that it was so difficult to track down my birth certificate,



and that nobody was able to assist me. | should have been given my medical records — to
hear about my family's increased risk of breast cancer so late on in my life is shocking,
especially since | have-daughters myself. And ﬁnally,-oncam back
in 1991 that me and my fiancé might be related, several years after we'd already started a
family, and the fact that | discovered one of my cousins living in the same town as me with
a son the same age as my youngest daughter, highlights just how dangerous Cdnamh's

policy of keeping adopted children ignorant of their birth family's identity could be.

{ believe that the contents of this statement are true.

Signed ...

out . (1137 /208
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factors likely to contribyge ggiccess or failure).
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Date of Birth......... Sheet NO: seriniiizssiies

RECORD OF SUPERVISION

PART B—TREATMENT AND PROGRESS

Give below initial assessment, three-monthly summaries of treatment and

progress and final
summing up of the situation when supervision ends.

(Regard should be had to intelligence, health, be

and to probation officer, special aptitudes or interests, The final summing up should indicate
factors i

kely to contribute to Ffuture success or fajlure).
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RECORDS AN

KNOWN AS ...

x.\}

REGlSTRATION OF MATERNITY HOMES ACT, 1934

D PARTICULARS BOOK OF MATERNITY HOME

Particulars of PATIENT
to be entered on reception
into the Home

-9

e
MEDICAL ATTENDA
(if any) of Patient while
in Home

T

_ .C’;ISFINEMENT
BIRTH
N
HOME

CONEINEMENT

BIRTH

Miscartiage in Home
Death in Home
Discharge of Mother
from Home

Particulars of
Person removing

Chiid

Name ..

No. ,“hi?:’“,
Address .
Date of reception ﬁ.‘@--.,

Condition on teception ...
Number of previous pregnancies (full time or otherwise) REE
TN OF DA iertTs T mInch oo i i s i

Ovccupation of Patient's Husband ...

Name .o
Address

Date and hnur_.G?. o ...h‘ﬁ"‘?q"” o SO

TE abGORENAL, Ve PAICITES o eeecesomssosasmsaso et s s A iy

Delivery, normal or abnormal ...

Whether Sepsis or other complcation deVelOPE e st s

VE 50 HEE. DATEICIIETE peamvsresomiasmtyimsosssinm s s s e i

Ths..
~<::7Y I s’ PO

Whether born alive or stillborn ... ‘ﬁ[“"’é

Sex of lnf:l.n—t:f(mm ........

Full time or premature ...

Weight of Infant at birth ..

If premature, state degree of prematurity ...

Date and hour of MiSCATTIAZE e

Period -of DIrEEnancy i

Contributing cause (if any) of miscarriage ...

Whether Mother or Infant ...

Date and hoir of FOathi e oo oo s s

(imse O T . i s A R e

el B I i s et o el

State of health on iSChATEE ... s o
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Name
Address 7
Relationship (Hf any) .ot




GUTHAN 62004, Q—_’,

AN BORD UCHTALA,

(Telephonc), <5 FATORE STTARIN K X O
TAGAIRT:

- ki

o S Sne phien i Grmen Ky, ¢

(Ref. No.) _ BAILE ATHA CLIATH.

CONFIDENTTAL. (Dublin),

La g 137 4 i Y

PARTICULARS OF ADOPTION ORDER

Names and address of adopters: _

Name of child prior to adoption:

Name/Mames:0f parent/pareana..

; oy L5y rosy a0
Date of Adoption Order: .. frdl e By L t

A Athair, a chara,

I am desired by An Bord Uchtila to forward the foregoing particulars for your

information, and to request that you will be good

ugh to amend accordingly the entry in

the Baptismal Register relating to the child concerned.

Mise, le meas,

ARAITHEOQIR.

(9573). K28849, 10000.2/67 W.P.W.Ltd.20.
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From _ _

Did not mention her adoptive parents, address, or name.
Re: Information on birth mother Any contact from her?

HOUSENAME

Natural Mother:

Dublin 3

Admitted 8 Feb 69 Occ: -
Discharged 20 June 69

Child Born 69 at 4.45 a.m. Normal 71b 5 % oz in at St. Finbarr's Hospital
[transferred 69 in labour Rh Neg. |
Baptised 30 April 69

Child Discharged . 20 Jun 69 CRS

Adoption Order A1222/69 16 Jan 70
Child now -

Adoption Order Yes

Maternity Book . 17. page 47 No. 654

To St. Finbare's IIM69 Re admitted with baby Il 69

Baptismal Yes

Ante Natal  Adopted CRS Dublin. 20 June 69

Admission Book Page 353

SHA/9 No. 30. Good Shepherd Convent, Sunday's Well. @ &1

Made file 19.3.04 19 March 2004 Replied she had not given name and address of

adoptive parents for identification.
Cunamh for info and tracing.

-15-



Put on file 25.10.06

Made file 19.3.04
19 March 2004 Replied she had not given name and address of adoptive parents for

identification.
Cunamh for info and tracing.
8.11.05 Gave info to cunamh

25.6.07 Comment 1.'rom- on Adoption Ireland. not responded to.
Internet comments ALSO ON 19.10.05

-16-



Child Now...
Agency...
GREEN FILE + Office Copy  19/03/04




e

08 November 2005

Senior Sacial Worker,
Cunamh,

CPRSI House,

30 South Anne Street,
Dublin 2.

Please qu yr ref:

Your ref;

ooo [

Thank you for your letter regarding_ born -

1969. We have checked the records and can give you the following
information.

Natural Mother:

Admitted. 69

Date of birth Occupation:

To St. Finbarr's in labour Rh Neg. 22.4.69 -

Re admitted with baby[jijs¢

Discharged 20 June 69 Good Shepherd Convent, Sunday's Wall.

Child Born 69 at 4.45 a.m. Normal 7 |b 5 %2 0z in St. Finbarr's
Baptised 30 April 69

Child Discharged . Adopted CRS Dublin. 20 June 69

Please note that we release this information on a non-disclosure basis.
Identifying information about one party to the adoption must not be
disclosed to the other without their consent.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

-18-
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< Phone : Dublin 779664/5 Office Hours :—10 am. to 1 p.m. and 230 to 5 p.m. daily. Saturdays 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

Catholic Protection and Rescue Society of Ireland

Under the patronage of The Archbishop of Dublin and The Irish Hierarchy

Chairman :
C. P, GLENNON, Esq., B.L. 30, South Anne Street
Vice.Chal ‘Secretary !
sce-Chatrman Miss HiLpa Cassiny, B.A., A LM.S.W.
RT. REV. Mok, Crcit. J. BARRETT, P.P.; V.G ool (Off Grafton Street)

. Adoption Workers :
Chaplain : Miss ANNE RONAYNE, A LM.5.W. Dublin 2
THE REvErEND M, G:. COLLERAN Miss AnN O'DonoGHUE, B, Soc. Sc. v

28th April, 1969

MGCZRS

Very many thanks indeed for your letter just received.
1 note that you are interested in adopting a baby and we will be
very pleased to help you. I wonder if I could ever ask-you-as-a——
preliminary step to complete the entdosed Application Form, and
return it to me as soon as possible. We will then be pleased to
arrange to see you both together and to discuss the whole question
of adoption indetail with you. I look forward to  hearing froém you.

With kindest regards and best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

_24-
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According to our records you were born on the -1969 in the Sacred Heart
Home, Bessboro, Cork. You weighed 7 Ibs 5% oz following a normal delivery.
Your PKU test was completed on the 28™ April.  You were baptised in the Sacred
Heart Home on the 30" April.

other- was in January 1969 when she
told us that she was -ycars of age and that she

worked as ajjil in 2 in Dublin.  Qur records indicate that

mother had died when was years of age. She was reared in a convent
in the south of the country. She told us that she had [ sisters and a brother. She
didn’t seem to have any contact with her father.

-told us that your birth father.was also .years of age and that he

came from He worked as a She said that she was regularly in
touch with him but that there wasn’t any question of marriage. Our records indicate
that his father wouldn’t allow him to marry and that he also could not afford to do so,

Our first contact with
called into the office.

-was referred to the Sacred Heart Mother & Baby Home in Cork and she
i '© 2one there in early February. The only description that we have of
on file is that she had long blond hair.

-would have written to the Agency a few days after your birth to say that 7
had a baby girl at 4.45 a.m. on rheﬁ She is a normal healthy b, '
weighed 7 lbs 5 oz, has fair hair and I called her
requested that you would be placed for adoption. was seen in the Sacred
Heart Home in Cork in carly May. She said she had definitely made her mind up to
place you for adoption, as she had no future to offer you. She said that she had no
home and she could not possibly keep you on her own. She was described as being
an intelligent girl. ﬂ kept in touch by letter saying that she hoped that you
wonld get a good home. She wanted o bring you to Dublin herseif and she did so on
the 20" June, the day on which you were placed with your adoptive parents. By that
time you weighed 9 1hs 8 oz and you were taking 5 feeds a day of cows milk. You
were also having porridge at your 6.30 a.m. feed. Abidec drops were being put in all
your bottles.

This Agency helped-to gain work as a-h.cre in Dublin. The final
adoption consent papers which allowed for your legal adoption were submitted to the
Adoption Board towards the end of November 1969. Unfortunately there is no
recorded information about -visit to the office when she completed this
form.

Our Social Worker,_ would have visited you in your new home in mid-
July and again in mid-October. By all accounts you had settled in really well.

Chalrman: John O'Conne, Chaplane 13 1 {

L,L.f'\]r’\|'.'1-t| it ik dor 0



By October you had two teeth and_describcd you as ‘not as blond as
she was in the beginning, but she is a very tanned, fat, cuddly little thing now.’ She
also said that you were very happy and contented and that your parents were very
proud of you.

Your adoption order was granted on the 16" January 1970. We haven’t had any
frther contact tror NN

Qur records indicate that you called into the office in November 1988 and spoke with

and that hwould have seen you again in May 1995. [JJmade
some very preliminary enquiries at that point but didn’t take it any further as you
didn’t make a written request or contact her again around looking for your birth
mother.

- 0w

Senior Social Worker

Date:

DT-
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Body found on line:
appeal for relatives

POLICE trying to trace the final
movements of a woman-found dead on
railway lines are appealing for her rela-
lives to contact them,

v

ideouiy [N and o post mortem
found the cause of death o be multiple

said because of the circum-

stances) of her death a Home Office

pathelogist had been called in but he had

confirnied her injudes were consistent

with being hit by a train and she had been
hy

i herol o,

M continued Hhad
bee ressed following the death of her
“We would like any relatives or e in July. The worcjjf was found
people who know the whercabauts of  scratched on a footbridge over the rail-
rplad mc forward"* be said, way lines,

said who was Deputy East Kent coroner
thought o be unemployed and married Bl iourned the hearing until January
but living alone in a caravan, was a heroin 1.

re she was born — but efforts to find
hem had failed,

user and possibly a supplicr. Last weck other peo jvi 1 the
AL 8.50pr 5 British Rail  caravan site descﬁmdm“ a
{rain driver travelling to  quiet woman who kept herself (o herself
. London, spotted a body between the but had been wortied about plans (o close
i tracks near the Warren. Police were ()
called and an hour later recovered the relatives or anyone who
bedy. . i y knows where they ag : ¢
Fingerprint records were . needed to  Dover police station on

T o
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