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WITNESS STATEMENT OF -

1. i make this statement for the purpose of providing evidence to the Mother and Baby
Homes Commission of Investigation established by the Irish Govermment pursuant to
Section 3 of the Commissions of Investigations Act 2004.

2. Attached to this statement is a bundie of documents marked- References to page
numbers in this statement are to pagesin

3. | make this statement as the natural relative of a child who was born in Manor House,
Casttepollard, Co Westmeath ("Castlepollard") in {the early 1950's] and subsequently
adopted.

Circumstances of my Early Life

a, | grew up the mof-chlldren. My brother lll was Il y<-rs older thanme

and my sister s Il years older than me.

5. My sister was a _When | was twelve and my sister wasw

working as a manageress in a hotel { was told that she had been involved in a
accidentand was recovering away from home.

6. Six years later | learnt where she had really been for ten months when my father informed
me of what he had suffered due to my sister's "downfall”. | then learnt that she had given
bitth to a son in Castepollard.

7 Our father and our brother were the only peocple who had known where she was and of
the birth of a grandchild and nephew. They did not tell our mother.

Finding out abott my nephew

8. A few years after the by y nephew my sister again became pregnant. Our father in
fury banished her to here she was fortunate enough to be cared for by a lovely
family and there reared her daughter.

9. | believe that my father only told me of the existence of my nephew so many years later
because | was going to stay with my sister in

10. When | could hear what he had to say through my shock and horror, | was so angry with
my father for insisting at the time that my mother should never know of her grandson or
what her daughter had been through. My father was most angry and bothered about the
hundred pounds he had needed {0 pay over at the time ard | now realise that this was
what he paid to release her from Castlepoliard.

1. Only once did my sister tell me and my husband of the heait breaking removal of her son
from her care in Castlepollard. She was asked to dress him up for a photograph and
leave him with staff for the photograph. She did this and, looking out of the window on the
staitway, she had seen her son being carried into a car anddriven away. She never saw
or heard of him again. | cannot say whether he was accompanied by a nun or other
people into the car. All she was told was that he was going to America.

12, My sister told us how she had cared for her son after his birth and when she spoke about
the way he had been taken from her she sounded so genuinely surprised and upset that it
makes me wonder if she had not consented to his adoption.



13.

14.

15.

16.

.2

Qur father was well known in the qf that time and | can onty speculate
that he may have used his influence tc have the baby sent illegally to America.
It 's my belief that when my sister gave birth to her daughter a few years later with the

vow that no one would take her child from her, it was in reaction to what had happened to
her in Casttepoilard.

When my sister was dying | discovered to my astonishment that she had never been able
to tell her daughter or the family who had taken her in about her son. i aiso learnt that she
had never taken any steps to trace him.

Ater her death in-l realised that this man might have been looking for her over the
years and run into a blank watl. |then tried to find a way to trace him myself.

Looking for my nephew

17. My husband died in.nd it was then that | started looking in earnest for my nephew.

18. In January 2004 the Sacred Heart Adoption Society with whom | had been in contact
advised me that they could not find any trace of my sister in the records for Castlepollard
{page 1).

19. It was to be the same story looking for my nephew's adoption to America where neither
the Depariment of Foreign Affairs {page 2) nor the Adoption Board {page 3) could find a
trace of him.

20. | am now of the opinion that my father may have given a false name for her because his
reputation was very important to him. Unforiunately she never told me if she had named
her son so | have vely little informationto go on.

21. | am elderly now and my nephew must be heading for his mid-sixties. | and my youngest
daughter have submitted our details o the National Contact Preference Register so that if
my nephew should ever seek his family he wiil be able to find us.

Signed

Hogan Lovells



All redactions have been carried out by the Clann Project
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Sacred Deart Adoption Society

Tud: BLACKROCK,
FeA- CORN,

e/
mwro«v lchtey eegnrdimg yous late Egim-"-

We have checked the Castiepotiard reconde but cnmld fird 0o Felevand entry

There i no a 1he Dublin sdmission hoot for the penod you
me=ilrow.
You =y, the child was semt to the Stites for adogtion. Please

uribe oo A3xseand Principel, Camsular Services Secion, Deg.
of Foretgn ATaxx, 30 St Stephew’s Grexn, Dublim 2. He ey be adde 00 sscess
you with YWOUr TREATY.

Yours samcemely.

g




Tobebie | AN ROINH GNOTHA! EACHTRACHA
Triaghone J - Depatmoern ol FoBign Afairs
Tagani ! BAILE ATHA CLIATH 2
Fletanancs Cutiin 2
5 Fehruary, 2004

o S

1 irm writing in veply 1 your ledter of 18 My 2004 sequasting Informalion sancerming u child
wivo you bellawe swith hisets 11 e inde sduber, in Castlgpotiurd aswl wea sant 4o dhe
US.A focedopiion.

O thes bassis of the imformation provided by you, 1 have undertaken o full search of the lists of Nks
g i this Depamineent froem e | s 10 the 19608 In oanmective with the isming of passporcs

U5 ¢hildren belone their vubsequent sdopalon in the Linsted States, | must infoemn you thid na uech (lle
hats heon found concerving & chikl boma 1o an

1 am 3ecry that [ ogubld not have bester movrs fer yeu. -

With kind reguecs

¥ oury siticerely

Asstseaiit Principal
eenmalur Services.




19 March 2004 11:94
Sebject Re: Mosaago Fom Actplion Boerd webete

Deer

With refeyenes your query sbout your meghew, | can, Nind no roce in the
Bomd's revunds so B 1 will atmnge for & seareh to be doae in birth
fecowds in the Cianerpl Register Office nnd it sy be & couple: of wedks
bofore T can pri back W you on i, OF couve, 1f tha waohg name was
usod, L may be nodhing we can i3,

1 waa Jusl wemdrving &f ypou ara ceetain. abong the: place of birily and also
whether the chlld was o bay”

tn any avont, | ordll gee back to yom a8 8000 am ) can.




